Reading Workshop

Expectations for Reading Workshop

· Find books, authors, subjects, and themes that matter to you, to your life, to who you are and who you want to become.

· Keep a list of your territories as a reader: authors, subjects, purposes, and genres.

· Try new authors, subjects, purposes, and genres; expand your reading schemas.

· Recognize that there are different modes of reading and different stances readers take in regard to different kinds of texts.

· Develop and articulate your criteria for selecting and abandoning books.

· Go inside your books and respond to the writing you are reading; decide what is working and needs more work in the books you read.

· Write a letter at least once a week in your log about what you think and notice about the writing you are reading and in response to my and friends’ letters to you; Write to me at least once every month and to friends whenever you wish to talk with them about your books.

· Read as much as you can, as joyfully as you can.

· Read for at least a half hour every night, seven nights a week.

· Maintain a chronological record of the books you finish reading or abandon. 

· Create a handbook of reading minilessons, recorded chronologically, with a table of contents.

· Take care of the books you read. Return each book you read to the classroom or school library, depending on where you found it. 

· Establish and work toward significant, relevant goals for yourself as a reader each quarter.

· Take a deliberate stance toward reading and responding to it with your whole heart and mind.

· Work as hard in reading workshop as I do. Live other lives and learn about your own, see how other writers have written, acquire their knowledge, escape, imagine, think, connect, contrast, travel, ponder, laugh, cry, love, and grow up.
Rules for Reading Workshop

1. You must read a book. Magazines, newspapers, and comic books don’t have the chunks of text you need to develop fluency, and they won’t help you discover who you are as a reader of literature.

2. Don’t read a book you don’t like. Don’t waste time with a book you don’t love when there are so many great ones out there waiting for you.

3. If you don’t like your book, find another one. Browse, ask me or a friend for a recommendation, or check the “Favorite Books” bulletin board.

4. It’s all right to reread a book you love. That’s what readers do.

5. It’s okay to skim or skip parts if you get bored or stuck. Readers do this, too.

6. Record every book you finish or abandon on the form in your reading folder. Collect data about yourself as a reader, look for patterns, and take satisfaction in your accomplishments over time.

7. Understand that reading is thinking. Do nothing to distract me or other readers. Don’t put your words into our brains as we’re trying to escape into the worlds created by the authors of our books.

8. When you confer with me, use as soft a voice as I use when I talk to you: whisper.

9. Read (and write in your journal) the whole time.

10. Reade as well and as much as you can.

11. Never throw away anything you get for Reading Workshop. Keep it all, including this, in your folder.

Why We Have Reading Workshop

· To become real readers for a lifetime

· To learn how to choose books

· To read new books

· To learn when and how to abandon books

· To learn new words and meanings

· To learn from other writers about how to improve our own writing

· To discover books we love

· To discover authors we love

· To discover genres we love

· To learn from each other about good books, authors, and genres

· To have vicarious experiences

· To escape

· To learn what good readers do

· To become more fluent and proficient readers

· To unlearn bad habits

· To learn how and when to pace ourselves as readers

· To gain experiences with new schemas

· To learn to read deliberately, with better understanding and insight

· To store experiences with texts in our long-term memories

· To read often

· To read a lot

Dear Students,
Your reading journal is a place for you, me, and your friends to talk this year about books, reading, authors, and writing. You’ll think about literature in letters to me and friends; we’ll write back to you. The letters will become a record of your thinking, reading, and learning.
Letters should be about a page long for now. In your letters tell what you felt when you read a book and why. Tell what you noticed about how the author wrote. Tell why you think he or she wrote this way. Tell what you liked and didn’t and why. Tell how you read a book and why. Tell what a book said and meant to you. Tell what it reminded you of—what other books or experiences from your own life. Tell what surprised you. Ask questions. And write back to others about ideas, feelings, experiences, and questions.
As a bare minimum you must write a letter to me or a friend in your own journal at least once a week, due by the start of the following Reading Workshop (every Monday in the media center). Think about it this way—for every day in the media center, you need a letter to show for it. I need a letter from you at least once a month. This is only a minimum requirement. You may pass a literary letter to me or to a friend as often as you wish.
When you write a letter, give your journal to the person to whom the letter is addressed. If that’s me, put it in my Reading Workshop box. When a friend gives you his or her journal, you must answer within one week. After you’ve written back, deliver your friend’s notebook directly to him or her. You may not lose or damage another’s reading journal. Reading journals do not leave school. You may write and respond to letters both during and outside workshop.
Number the pages of your reading journal, as in a book. Date your letters in the upper right-hand corner. Use a greeting and closing, just as you would in any friendly letter. Mention the name of the author of the book you’re talking about and its title, and indicate the title by capitalizing and underlining it. 
I can’t wait for us to begin reading together. And I can’t wait for your letters—for the chance to learn from you, learn with you, and help you learn more.
Sincerely,

Ms. Oberg
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
I have read, understand, and will follow the expectations, rules, and requirements of Reading Workshop.

Student Name: _____________________________________________  Date:_________________

Student Signature: __________________________________________________________

Student Reading Record

Books Read By _____________________________________ during _______________
	#
	Title
	Genre
	Author
	Date Finished
	Date Abandoned
	Rating

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


