9th Grade English Planning for 2011-2012: Rebecca Oberg

Ongoing activities/tools:

· Reader/Writer’s Notebook

· Shared Inquiry Discussion

· Mechanic Mondays/Professional Skill Workshop (letters, emails, resumes, phone etiquette).

· Daily Writing Warm-ups & Closure.

· Independent Reading Time

BE EXPLICIT ABOUT READING EXPECTATIONS: 

· Check reading: each student will need to write and speak about the text.  Each student might be called on…It’s not okay to pass…we are not math or science class!).

· Paper Rubrics: weight “understanding the text category” a little heavier.

Formatively assessed standards/benchmarks:

· Research: As needed for background and context frontloading of anchor texts, incorporate responsible use of online resources and research skill building.

· Informational Texts: Embed informational texts throughout units.  Formatively assess reading strategies, comprehension, and interpretation throughout the year.

Potential Goals for the Year:

· Focus on formative assessment

· High quality summative assessments
· MYP unit creation
· Use of class notebook, each student notebook looks the same (page numbers, work for the week outline taped in each week, etc. To be set up first week of school).

· Each summative assessment has a reading, writing, and speaking/listening component.

· Explore the standard based grading work in order to communicate learning to family.

· Mechanic Mondays

· Fluid and evolving assessments on language convention. 

· Paper writing for summative assessments

Other texts and ideas:
Theme: Youth and violence: living a society that valorizes violence.

QUARTER 1

UNIT TITLE: NEIGHBORHOODS AND ENVIRONMENTS

Essential Question: How does environment influence our identity? 

Anchor Texts:

-House on Mango Street

-The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Supplementary Texts:

-Local article on mascots (persuasive)

-“Do All Indians Live in Teepees?” (Smithsonian)

-Clips and articles about Pocahontas: Is the film reinforcing or resisting stereotypes?

Formative Assessments:

-Exit tickets

-Letter of advice for your former self (formative, writing sample)

-Neighborhood w/ sensory detail (formative, writing sample)

-Literary Analysis: Response to Literature paragraph (formative)

-Neighborhood map (House on Mango Street)

Summative Assessments:

-Shared Inquiry Discussion: Cumulative score over the course of quarter): Active listening (response), Referring and incorporating text as evidence, Content.

-Some sort of Expository Essay (focus on process writing—editing)

-Debate (minor) over Native American issue (rhetoric, persuasion, bias).

QUARTER 2: 

UNIT TITLE: SURVIVAL IN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

Anchor Texts:

-Of Mice and Men

Supplementary Texts:

-Ghetto Life 101, remorse (podcast)

-Days of Rondo (excerpts)

-Essay, Malcolm X (about learning to read in jail)

Formative Assessments:

Exit Tickets

Summative Assessments:

-Ethnographic Storytelling Project:  Podcast or Photo Portfolio.

-Day In The Life

-A community event that impacted community members/their own lives.

-Argument Paper/Persuasive Essay: (use MCA Level 5 checklist & rubric w/corresponding teacher conferences)
QUARTER 3: 

UNIT TITLE: POWER AND REVOLUTION

Essential Questions: Is it better to take a risk or play it safe in life? When should we resist? How do you draw meaning from difficult texts? 

Supporting Questions:

How do we get news? How filtered is it? How do you know it’s true? (also applies to research process and media literacy)

Anchor Texts:

-Persepolis

-Maus

Supplementary:

-MCA Prep materials

-Help with History Day as needed: “Revolution in History”

-Film: Persepolis

-Ana’s Playground

-The Ones Who Walked Away from Omelas (imagery and sensory detail) perhaps

-Possible political speeches about revolution/persuasive speeches

-Triumph of the Will, film by Leni Riefenstahl

-Propaganda and censorship clips: Guantanamo Case Study, other modern conflicts or revolutions

-Documentaries

Summative Assessments:

-Shared Inquiry Discussion (Cumulative Score over the course of quarter): Omelas

-Group Context Powerpoint answering an inquiry- based questions (apply research skills from quarter 1)

-Personal Narrative/Memoir: w/corresponding art piece & critical response process (original or copy)

-1st quarter essay: take a paragraph from essay and blow it up into memoir.

-Start from scratch…personal narrative on risk/playing it safe.

-Presentation of work with critical response and peer workshop/grading

-Propaganda campaign about a controversial issue (persuasive writing)

QUARTER 4

UNIT TITLE: RELATIONSHIPS

Essential Questions: What roles do we play and what responsibilities do we have in different kinds of relationships? How do you draw meaning from difficult texts?

Anchor Texts:

-Romeo and Juliet

Supplementary:

-MCA Prep materials

-West Side Story

-Films versions of Romeo and Juliet (new and old)

-Articles on gangs, relationships, pregnancy. Love in the time of hooking up (sexting)

Formative Assessments:

-Exit tickets

-Theme: Find quotes that support theme

-Interpreting difficult texts (using music, modernizing…)

-Response to literature: Analysis paragraph (theme)

Summative Assessments:

· Shared Inquiry Discussion (Cumulative Score over the course of quarter): Active Listening (response), Referring and incorporating text as evidence, content.

· Test: Comprehension & Interpretation (This could be broken into 3 parts of course of play).

· Write and Perform Monologue based on character’s perspective: “Who is most responsible for Romeo and Juliet’s deaths?” (persuasive strategies in rubric and assessment)

· Group Context Powerpoint answering an inquiry- based questions (apply research skills from throughout year)

