History of Halloween: 9th Grade

1. Relic - Remains of a sacred object, event, or person. 

2. Secular - Things not spiritual, religious, or holy.
· For the Celts of Britain, Scotland, Ireland, and Northern France, November 1 was the end of the harvest and the start of the New Year. October 31 was the last night of the old year where spirits of the deceased were thought to roam the land visiting their loved ones, looking for eternal rest, or raising heck. The living either welcomed the spirits home with food and drink, or they lit bonfires and carried lanterns made from hollowed-out turnips carved into faces to keep spirits away. 

· By the 1st Century A.D., Rome had conquered Celtic lands, and the Romans and the Celts lived side by side in small villages. In the 8th Century, Pope Gregory III moved All Saints Day from May 13 to November 1. The night before became Allhallows Eve, or Hallowe’en. Instead of appeasing spirits with food and wine, villagers gave “soul cakes” to poor people who promised to pray for departed relatives. Instead of dressing up as animals or spirits to frighten away the dead, parishioners of churches that couldn’t afford genuine relics dressed up as saints. 

· Even during the Protestant Reformation when they abolished All Saints’ Day, the celebration of Allhallows Eve didn’t stop. It carried over from the old world to the new world in the colonies. It did not catch on as rapidly in New England, but as the new nation grew its citizens sought occasions for community celebrations. In the fall they had “play parties” where they told stories, gossiped, and danced. It did not occur on any particular night, but they kept alive certain Halloween traditions. 

· Due to the famine of 1820 and harsh devastation in 1846, a million Irish Catholics moved to the urban areas of North America. They celebrated All Saints Day and the eve before. Irish girls peeled apples, roasted nuts, stared into mirrors, dipped their hands into a series of bowls while blindfolded, and played with fire to find out whether and whom they would marry. They carved pumpkins instead of turnips and dressed up in secular costumes, going house-to-house looking for handouts instead of dressing like saints begging for soul cakes. Boys roamed the countryside looking for fun. On November 1 farmers would find wagons on barn roofs, front gates hanging from trees, and cows in neighbors' pastures. Any prank having to do with an outhouse was especially hilarious. 

· As Halloween entered the 20th century, Allentown, PA sponsored the first annual Halloween parade, and Anoka, MN held the first citywide party. In the 1920’s costumed children began going from door to door to Trick or Treat. The traditions turned a bit mischievous and many city councils and schools emphasized that the pranks were not funny and appropriate during the time of WWII. In 1950 a Philadelphia-area Sunday school sent $17 to the United Nations Children’s Fund that they collected Trick or Treating, and a new tradition of lending a helping hand to less fortunate peoples around the world began. 

· In the present, Halloween has commercialized. Of the six billion dollars raked in on the holiday, almost two billion go towards sweets. Costumes account for between a billion and a billion and a half. The remaining buys decorations, food, and drinks for friends. They sell orange and black Rice Krispies and put orange cream in the middle of Oreos. The movie industry also takes advantage of this time of year. And the malls have specialty stores and dress up regular stores and invite children in to celebrate.

