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Philosophy:

Our goal will be to report accurate and fair news highlighting the positive aspects of our school system and community. This class is one of only a few classes at Roosevelt that are production classes.  We provide a service for the school and community.  Students are involved in the process from the conception to the distribution of the newspaper.  Therefore, a higher level of responsibility and accountability is required.  

Partnership with St. Thomas University and ThreeSixty Journalism:

Newspaper Journalism is a new class at Roosevelt High School, and we are participating in an exciting collaboration with St. Thomas University and ThreeSixty Journalism. This relationship will create a richer classroom experience for students, including 

guest speakers on specialized topics, a field trip to St. Thomas to meet student editors and visit journalism classes, editing help with stories, participation in the YourTurn writing contests and weekend training events, mentorship opportunities, etc.

Student Objectives and Expectations Overview:

Students will write, edit, and layout the school newspaper, The New Standard. Students will develop their writing abilities by creating multiple articles for the school paper. Students will develop their skills at editing and providing constructive, critical feedback of others’ work. Students may also develop their artistic talents in the areas of photography and/or comic drawing. The paper is student run – ideas for content, writing, art, and comics are all generated, written, and edited by students. Students will have the opportunity to share news, stories, pictures, poems, or whatever your heart desires with the greater Teddy community. In this class, students will learn about the history of news media, ethics and journalism law, identify types of media and biases within groups, develop skills to write news articles, and participate in out of school assignments.  Students will also be expected to complete an additional research project analyzing careers in journalism to include a job shadow and portfolio. All students will be required to create multiple school newspapers and participate in annual journalism competitions.  Some assignments will require students to attend events after school hours.

English/Language Arts Course Standards:

1.  The student will read and comprehend a variety of literary texts in print and nonprint formats.

2.  The student will read and comprehend a variety of informational texts in print and nonprint formats.

3.  The student will use word analysis and vocabulary strategies to read fluently.

4.   The student will create written work that has a clear focus, sufficient detail, coherent organization, effective use of voice, and correct use of the conventions of written Standard American English. 

5.  The student will write for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

6.   The student will access and use information from a variety of sources.

Academic Expectations
The academic standards for this class will be high.  I also expect the following:

-Student Work: Students will produce work that shows respect of themselves, the code of ethics for journalism, and others. Computers are to be used for class assignments only. Journalism is somewhat different from other academic courses.  From the day that articles are assigned, the student has a homework assignment which consists of research, interviews, writing and planning graphics and/or photography for his/her article assignment.
-Community: Every student has the right to disagree in writing and in discussion, but those disagreements should be put forth with intelligence, care, and genuine desire to improve all of our learning.

-Growth: Our goal is to focus on improvement.  We want to constantly ask ourselves how can we improve?

In this class, a student’s grade is based on the work that she/he produces for the paper, as well as the ability to meet deadlines. In order for the paper to be published in a timely manner, it is essential the work is turned in by the deadline. Each student is expected to develop six quality pieces per quarter. A quality piece is defined as one which is of sufficient length and content to challenge the student. Each piece will go into the student’s portfolio, upon which the  final grade will be evaluated. Students should begin each day by consulting The Big Board which contains all the expectations and deadlines for the next issue. Students are expected to print out and save all work in their file in the classroom. You will be graded at the end of the quarter based on the contents of your file. Your file should also contain each of the peer review sheets from your classmates as well as a log of the papers you peer reviewed.

Behavior Expectations

In terms of behavior, there are two simple questions I would like students to continually reflect upon: Is your behavior helping the class create a learning, respectful environment for all? Are your actions leaving the people and place better off than when you arrived?

-Be Respectful
· Allow the teacher and students to speak, listen, teach, and learn

· Respect other people and their ideas.  No name calling and swearing.

· Respect property belonging to other students, the teacher and the school

-Be Prepared
· Bring your materials to class: pen/pencil, notebook, folder, & planner 

· Use your locker: leave hats, jackets, cell phones and MP3/I-Pod players there

· Cell phone use is not allowed in class and if students can’t use them responsibly they will be taken away
· Eat in the cafeteria.  Food is not allowed in the classroom.

-Participate
· Do your very best!  Be on task and involved in class discussions and activities.

· Turn in your work on time, late homework will not be accepted. 
· Grades will be given for class assignments, as well as production of the newspaper.  Missed deadlines will result in failing grades.  Students who frequently find it difficult to complete work by deadlines may be asked to withdraw from the class. If you are absent you are responsible to get make-up work from Ms. Oberg or another student.
-Tardies
· You are tardy if the bell rings and you are not in the room.

· Once you accumulate 3 tardies you will be given a tardy referral to the Dean

I understand no one is perfect and there will be times when one or all of us may have trouble following the rules.  This being said, repeated failure of class expectations will result in a loss of participation points, a detention with me, or a referral.

-Grading Scale

A
90-100%


D
60-69%




B
80-89%

                  F
Less than 60%

C
70-79%

-Communication and Absences
· If a student misses a class, it is expected that he/she will meet with another student and/or Ms. Oberg (outside of instruction time) to get the missing work.  Please communicate your absences!!!
· Please feel free to stop by my room anytime – room 139 or contact me at: rebecca.oberg@mpls.k12.mn.us
Middle Years Program – MYP

This year our school will be participating in the Middle Years Program, designed to prepare students to be life long learners who can move onto the International Baccalaureate Program.  Middle Years Program (MYP) Students Strive to BE…
	Inquirers
	They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

	Knowledgeable
	They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

	Thinkers
	They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

	Communicators
	They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

	Principled
	They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

	Open – Minded
	They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

	Caring
	They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

	Risk Takers
	They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

	Balanced
	They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

	Reflective
	They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.


Please show this syllabus to your parent/guardian. Each student is expected to have his/her guardian sign below and return it to Ms. Oberg for a grade declaring they have reviewed the course syllabus.

_____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________


Student signature





Parent/guardian Signature

Parent/Guardian Email: ________________________________________________________________________

Print Student Name: ________________________________
Hour: ____

Information and/or comments for the teacher:[image: image1.png]



