The House on Mango Street: What Does Discrimination Look Like in Esperanza’s Neighborhood?
½ Page Journal: Is there discrimination in Esperanza’s neighborhood on Mango Street? Whom does it impact? What does it look like? What are the consequences? When did Esperanza face discrimination? Answer some of all of these questions using organized paragraphs, backing up your assertions with evidence and analysis from the book. 
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The House on Your Street: What Does Discrimination Look Like in Your Neighborhood?

Imagine that new people are moving into your neighborhood. Is it possible to be completely free of discrimination? What is this discrimination based upon? Rank the following “new neighbors” from 1 (would most like to live near) to 17 (would least like to live near). Be prepared to discuss your ranking and the reasons for selecting most and least favorite “new neighbors.”
1. First, rank your neighbors on your own.

2. Now, in groups of 4-5, discuss your choices and as a group come up with 3 most favorite and 3 least favorite passengers. Write these down on a sheet provided to you.

3. Compare group results.

_____Esperanza
_____A Somali girl in a hijab
_____A British soccer fan
_____An exchange student from Russia
_____A Sikh man in a turban
_____A Mexican woman with two young children
_____A middle-aged farmer from Wisconsin
_____An East African refugee who does not speak English
_____A Jewish Rabbi
_____A Middle Eastern man with a beard
_____An elderly lady from Southern Minnesota
_____An African-American teenager with an iPod
_____A Hmong refugee on his way to a new home
_____A White middle-school student from a Western suburb of the Twin Cities
_____A Catholic priest
_____A member of the neo-Nazi movement
_____A Native American girl with a cell phone

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
This activity aims at exploring and challenging participants’ prejudices, assumptions, and stereotypes about people of color, minorities, and immigrants. The following questions are meant to help you reflect on your perceptions, examine how these perceptions were formed, and confront your stereotypes.
Questions for Reflection:
1. Which neighbors caused the most disagreement? Why?
2. Was it easier to choose your most favorite or least favorite neighbors? Why?
3. What are the reasons behind your individual ranking? Was your decision based on your personal experiences or stories you heard?
4. How did the mass media contribute to your perceptions of these neighbors?
5. How did your individual ranking differ from your group ranking?
6. Was your group able to reach an agreement? Why? Why not?
7. Which stereotypes did the list elicit from you personally and later from your group?
8. Where do you think these stereotypes are coming from?
9. How would you feel if you were the least favorite neighbor? What kind of impact would it have on your self-esteem?
10. Connect this activity to The House on Mango Street.  What kinds of challenges did Esperanza face while being the “new neighbor”?

