Tips for preparing for the 9th Grade State Writing Test:
· The test will be this spring, and we will be preparing for it throughout the year!

· The prompt is ALWAYS one any writer can respond to, such as:

· Who is your hero?

· If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?

· If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be?

· If you could have any job, what would it be?

· There is no right or wrong answer to the question.

· Brainstorm before you write, be it with a mind map, an outline, or simply listing items.

· Use an introduction that can really capture the reader’s attention. Remember, they are reading many of these essays, so uniqueness will stand out. (Wow ‘em!)

· Make your central point clear. The thesis should be clear and concise and should usually appear as the last sentence of the first paragraph.

· Use transitions. Don’t make your writing choppy.

· Use topic sentences. This helps clarify and guides the reader through your essay.

· Make sure your ending is also memorable. (Pow ‘em!) Make sure the reader has a sense of conclusion in reading your ending.

· Make sure your paper is cohesive. Don’t ramble on—make sure everything relates.

· Use variety. Make sure to avoid making your essay seem like a list.

· Use strong and mature language.

· SHOW, don’t tell. Make sure you aren’t simply making elaborate statements, then moving on—explore and explain.

· You will be graded on: clarity of central idea, coherent focus, organization, detailed support or elaboration of ideas, and language conventions.
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