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Unit 2A – Muhammad Ali

2A Introduction

In the 1960’s, a young boxer named Cassius Clay came out of Kentucky, winning lots of fights.  He even won the gold medal at the Olympics in Rome when he was only 18 years old.  Still, most sports experts didn’t think much of Cassius Clay.  First, he had the nerve to call himself “the greatest.”  Second, he had a very strange boxing style, in which he dodged more than he blocked.  Third, he would rhyme before a fight-clever freestyle that would later lead people to call him the first rapper ever.

He went on to live up to his self-proclaimed “greatest” title.  After switching his name to Muhammad Ali and converting to Islam, the boxer was drafted to fight in the Vietnam War.  He refused, arguing that the war was immoral.    This got him banned from boxing in the United States for three years, until the Supreme Court decided that Ali should have the right to box.  Ali came back in grand style, at an enormous fight called the Rumble in the Jungle.

2B Song Lyrics

“Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee,

Your hands can’t touch what your eyes can’t see.”

Now everybody’s going to say his name:  “Ali,”

But he was born Cassius Clay.  From day one, he struggled and grappled with the fact

That his grades were bad, he’s in the back of the class.

But it was inherited, he had a heritage, 

To keep his head up and never quit,

This boxer spit more rhymes than Chaucer,

Kept it hotter than water when you’re cooking lobster.

“Wooh!”  You said it, he had

The appearance or mien of a man with a dream.

They say to catch the worm, the birdie’s got to get up early,

Well Ali was faster than the Kentucky Derby.

Oh, he was quick and agile,

Fast on his feet, the kid had style,

He won Olympic gold, and came home to eat,

The restaurant said, “Sorry, son, whites only.”

Oh, He felt so cold and unsettled

That he went to the river and threw in his gold medal.

This was the time and era of the Vietnam War, 

And Ali got drafted to fight and serve.  
But his stance on the war?  He thought it was wrong, 

“I ain’t got no quarrel with them Vietcong.”

A man who speaks what he thinks?  You said it,

Meditate and muse on that for a minute, while I…

Hook

Ali’s biggest fight was with George Foreman, 

It was pivotal in his life, so important.

It went down in Zaire; it was called and dubbed
The Rumble in the Jungle.

Foreman was stronger, but Ali was audacious, 

Fearless and bold, preparing to go round for round.

He had to muster and gather the strength

To absorb Foreman’s blows.

Nobody knows how Ali had the strength and the stamina
To withstand the pain, grab your camera.

‘Cause one punch was exceptional, it stood out,

And that punch knocked George Foreman down.

The fight was legendary, and the story was told

Among the black, the white, and the young and the old.

You could say Ali was on a mission and crusade. 

To prove to the world, “I am the Greatest!”

Hook

2C Words Defined

Below you’ll find each vocabulary word that was used in the song.  Each word is followed by the part of speech, a simple definition.  Some words will also have synonyms, antonyms, and other forms of the word listed.  Write YOUR OWN SENTENCE using the word correctly.  Look back at the lyrics to help you.

1. Grapple (verb) to struggle with physically or mentally

SENTENCE:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

2. Heritage  (noun)  legacy or tradition
SENTENCE:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

3. Mien  (noun)  manner or appearance

SENTENCE:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

4. Agile  (adj.)  able to move quickly and easily; flexible

SENTENCE:_________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

Synonyms:  nimble, spry

Other forms:  Agility (noun)  Chimpanzees have a lot of agility since they are able to swing freely from limb to limb without falling.

5. Era  (noun)  a period of time marked by distinct events
SENTENCE:_________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________
6. Stance  (noun)  1.  An intellectual or emotional attitude toward something             2.  The position of one’s feet
SENTENCE:_________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

7. Muse (verb)  to think about or ponder something

SENTENCE:_________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

2D  Fix the Mistake

Each of the sentences below has a mistake.  The wrong vocabulary words have been used, so the sentences don’t make sense.  Rewrite each sentence using the correct vocabulary word from this unit.

1.  The ballerina was so musing on the stage that she could start and stop her movements on a dime.

2. During the Mesozoic stance, massive dinosaurs roamed parts of the U.S. in Wyoming and Montana.

3. “I think I’m happy because I’m so pretty,” the model grappled.
4. Even the most mien stuntman would not attempt to jump between the two buildings.

5. Mr. Trump’s stern era gave away that he was going to fire the employee no matter what she said in her defense.

6. Rose’s agility was full of famous chefs dating back to the early 1800’s.

7. Trent mused with the idea of whether to take a job as a surgeon or a pediatrician.

2E  Pick the Winner

Circle the word that best fits into the sentence.  Then write a sentence below that uses the word you DIDN’T pick in a meaningful way.

1. Some of our family members are embarrassed by our mob-centered (heritage or era).

2. _________________________________________________________________
3. When we studied the prehistoric (mien or era), I learned that early humans made several advancements in tool making.

4. __________________________________________________________________

5. My (heritage or stance) on the death penalty is the topic of my report.

6. _________________________________________________________________

7. Because of my poor (agility or mien), I am not very good at doing the splits.

8. __________________________________________________________________

2F  Thinking Creatively

  Answer each question below.  Don’t be afraid to think creatively. 

1. Why might the mien of an undercover cop be important?

2. When you get bored in class, what topics do you find yourself musing about?

3. If you were the President, what would be your stance on immigration?

4. Explain a situation where you have had to grapple with something.

